


“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16).

VOLUME 10, NUMBER 2         u          SPRING 2018

CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON, 
the great British minister, once 
preached a sermon built on sev-
en texts, all having in common 

the same three words (“I have sinned”), but 
indicating “very different feelings.” This 
present article rests on five texts, all having 
three words in common, all sharing the 
honor of Christ and the blessedness of His 
people.

Near our home, a sign outside a fast 
food restaurant invites all who pass by to 
“Come, see what’s new.” Inside our Bibles 
are verses that employ those same words, 
“Come, and see.” Certainly, the expecta-
tions created by those words in Scripture 
vastly surpass those on our hometown sign. 
Come and see five places in the Gospels 
where these words of invitation and warmth 
are found.

Continued on page 4

“Walking, Praying, and 
Working Together”
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At a recent press conference, World Council of Churches General Secretary 
Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit and Vatican representative Rev. Dr. Andrzej Choro-

manski announce the coming of Pope Francis to the headquarters of the WCC.
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n June 21, 2018, an “Ecumenical Pilgrimage of Pope Francis and the 
World Council of Churches” (WCC) will be held at WCC headquar-
ters in Geneva, Switzerland. The theme will be “Walking, Praying 
and Working Together.”

The theme sounds like one that all Christians should embrace. In Christ’s 
high priestly prayer, He prayed: “Holy Father, keep through thine own name 



ollowing the Leipsic Dis-
putation of 1519, Dr. John 
Eck, Rome’s champion, 
claimed victory for him-
self and the Leipsic theo-

logians over Martin Luther and his 
followers. Mosellanus, who was a 
member of the Leipsic faculty, ad-
mitted: “Eck is conqueror in the eyes 
of those who do not understand the 
matter, and who have grown gray 
under the old schoolmen.…”1 The 
students of Leipsic’s University voted 
with their feet. They journeyed to 
Wittenberg to sit under the teaching 
of Martin Luther, doubling the size 
of the student body.

The Reformer informed his 
friend George Spalatin of his assess-
ment of the Leipsic braggarts: “They 
have but one doubt remaining, 
whether the victory was gained by 
the arms of Eck or by those of Leip-
sic. All that I can say to clear up the 

subject is this, Doctor Eck never 
ceased bawling, and the Leipsic di-
vines did nothing but hold their 
tongues.”2 Church historian J.H. 
Merle d’Aubigne, wrote: “The Leip-
sic disputation was not destined, 
however, to evaporate in smoke. 
Every work performed with devo-
tion bears fruit. Luther’s words had 
sunk with irresistible power into the 
minds of his hearers. Many of those 
who daily thronged the hall of the 
castle were subdued by the truth. It 
was especially in the midst of its 
most determined adversaries that its 
victories were gained.”3 The disputa-
tion so deeply affected Philip Mel-
ancthon that he turned from his lit-
erary pursuits to devote his life to the 
Lord as a professor of divinity.4

Eck’s most telling blow was 
struck by accusing Luther of being a 
Hussite and a follower of the Bohe-
mians. For over a century Rome had 

declared that John Hus was a vile 
heretic. Rome executed Hus at the 
Council of Constance on July 6, 
1415. Luther gave an honest re-
sponse to Eck’s charge: “The Bohe-
mians … are schismatics; and I 
strongly reprobate schism: the su-
preme Divine right is charity and 
unity. But among the articles of John 
Huss condemned by the Council of 
Constance, some are plainly most 
Christian and evangelical, which the 
universal Church cannot con-
demn.”5

Protestant historian, J.A. Wylie 
observed: “Eck had unwittingly done 
both Luther and the Reformation a 
service. The blow which he meant 
should be a mortal one had severed 
the last link in the Reformer’s chain. 
Luther had formerly repudiated the 
primacy of the Pope, and appealed 
from the Pope to a Council. Now he 
publicly accuses a Council of having 
condemned what was ‘Christian’ — 
in short, of having erred. It was clear 
that the infallible authority of Coun-
cils, as well as that of the Pope, must 
be given up. Henceforward Luther 
stands upon the authority of Scrip-
tures alone.”6 

In God’s providence, Luther and 
the fledgling Reformation were grant-
ed an unexpected reprieve. Maximil-
ian I, Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire, died on January 12, 1519. 
Monarchs and the pope focused 
upon the election of a new Emperor. 
Elector Frederick of Germany, Luther’s 

protector, was offered the position. 
He refused. If he had accepted, 
Luther and the Reformation would 
have likely been under his protec-
tion. The Lord ordained that it 
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The Reformation would 
not advance through the 

favor of political or 
religious potentates. It 
would triumph through 
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would be otherwise. The Reforma-
tion would not advance through the 
favor of political or religious poten-
tates. It would triumph through fiery 
stakes, tortures, imprisonments, and 
exiles. The candidates for Emperor 
were reduced to two: Charles I, King 
of Spain; and Francis I, King of 
France. Both were loyal supporters 
of Rome, yet Charles surpassed Fran-
cis in papal bigotry.

On June 28, 1519, Charles I was 
unanimously elected to the office. 
His coronation did not take place 
until October 1520. In this interval, 
Elector Fredrick ruled in the place of 
Charles I and provided the Reform-
ers a shield from Rome’s fury. Luther, 
with incredible zeal, gave himself to 
the study of the Scriptures, the publi-
cation of truths exposing the frauds 
of the papacy and sending forth the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Luther’s opponent, Dr. Eck, filled 
with rage, traveled to Rome with the 
purpose of crushing his adversary. He 
was joined with another seeker of re-
venge, Cardinal Cajetan. Yet another 
and more powerful opponent ap-
peared, the banker Fugger, who had 
lost his profits from the indulgence 
trade. Together they succeeded in 
awakening the pope. The pontiff com-
posed a bull of excommunication, in-
structing the Lord to “Arise and be 
Judge in Thy own cause.”7

Wylie wrote that the bull “goes 
on to condemn as scandalous, hereti-
cal, and damnable, forty-one propo-
sitions extracted from the writings of 
Luther. The obnoxious propositions 
are simple statements of Gospel 
truth. One of the doctrines singled 
out for special anathema was that 
which took from Rome the right of 
persecution, by declaring that ‘to 
burn heretics is contrary to the will 
of the Holy Ghost.’”8 

The bull was published through-
out Germany before it was delivered 
to the Reformer in October 1520. 
Rome’s representatives, John Eck 
and Jerome Alexander, incited public 
burnings of Luther’s works through-

out Germany. Contrary to expecta-
tions, Luther received the pope’s 
anathema without fear and proceed-
ed to renew his appeal to be tried by 
a Council.9

The defender of the faith also de-
termined to conduct a public burn-
ing. In early December, a notice ap-
peared on the walls of the University 
of Wittenberg announcing the event. 
On the morning of December 10, 
Luther led a procession of some 600 
students and followers to the gate of 
the city where “unclean things” were 
burned.

A platform was constructed and 
a pile of wood arranged for the cer-
emony. After the pile was ignited, 
Luther came forward to place several 
of Rome’s volumes on the flames. 
Wylie wrote: “The flames fastening 
on them with their fiery tongues, 
speedily turned these monuments of 
the toil, genius, and the infallibility 
of the Popes to ashes. This hecatomb 
of Papal decrees was not yet com-
plete. The bull of Leo X still re-
mained. Luther held it up in his 
hand. ‘Since thou hast vexed the 
Holy One of the Lord,’ said he, ‘may 
everlasting fire vex and consume 

thee.’ With these words he flung it 
into the burning mass.”10 

The next day, during his lecture 
on the Psalms, Luther said that the 
burning of the papal books and bull 
was only a sign of what has to take 
place. He instructed his students: 
“Unless with all your hearts you 
abandon the Papacy, you cannot save 
your souls. The reign of the Pope is 
so opposed to the law of Christ and 
the life of the Christian, that it will be 
safer to roam the desert and never see 
the face of man, than abide under the 
rule of Antichrist. I warn every man 
to look to his soul’s welfare, lest by 
submitting to the Pope he deny 
Christ. The time is come when Chris-
tians must choose between death 
here and death hereafter. For my own 
part, I choose death here. I cannot 
lay such a burden upon my soul as to 
hold my peace in this matter: I must 
look to the great reckoning. I abomi-
nate the Babylon pest. As long as I 
live I will proclaim the truth. If the 
wholesale destruction of souls 
throughout Christendom cannot be 
prevented, at least I shall labour to 
the utmost of my power to rescue my 
own countrymen from the bottom-
less pit of perdition.”11                                                               •
____________ 

1J.H. Merle d’Aubigne, History of the 
Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, vol. II, 
(New York: American Tract Society, 1847), 
pp. 64,65. 

  2Ibid., p. 64. 
  3Ibid., p. 65.
  4Ibid., p. 67.
  5J.A. Wylie, The History of Protestant-

ism, vol. I (New York: Cassell and Company, 
Ltd., n.d.), p. 298.

  6Ibid.
  7Ibid., p. 311.
  8Ibid.
  9Ibid., p. 315.
10Ibid., p. 316.
11Ibid.
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he deny Christ.”

Martin Luther



“He saith unto them, Come 
and see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and abode 
with him that day: for it 
was about the tenth hour”
(John 1:39).

The FIRST occurrence we note is 
in John 1:39, where the Lord speaks 
incomparably TO BLESS MEN’S 
SOULS. Go back ten verses to look 
at the setting of these words, where 
John the Baptist told his followers, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). A few verses further on, 
standing with two of his followers, 
John once again said, “behold the 
Lamb of God!” (verse 36).

Further down (verse 40), it is 
clear that one of those two men was 
Andrew, brother of Peter. The other 
was most likely the apostle John, au-
thor of this gospel, who almost al-
ways keeps his name in the back-
ground.

With John the Baptist’s second 
announcement, the two disciples dis-
cerned that they had been discharged 
from following him to follow Christ. 
And so, with those momentous 
words, “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
still ringing in their ears, they left 
John. I think it must have been a mo-
ment of uncertainty. They did not 
know quite what to do, what to ex-
pect, what to say.

Thankfully, God has a way of 
taking care of such moments, as He 
did here. John, writing as an eyewit-
ness, is reliving the moment of this 
epic event. Jesus turned to them and 
asked, “what seek ye?” (verse 38). 
Their answer is perhaps not quite 
what we would expect: “Where 
dwellest thou?” John the Baptist’s 
words had awakened a myriad of 
questions in their minds that were 
not easily asked amid the distrac-

tions of people coming and going. 
They wished privacy for a long ses-
sion with Christ; the best place 
would be where He lived.

Jesus did not treat them as nui-
sance paparazzi. He graciously re-
plied, “Come and see.” How shall 
we understand Him? Each word, 
“come” and “see,” could have both 
a physical and spiritual meaning. 
Which does he intend? There is a 
physical “coming” by which a per-
son leaves one place and goes to an-
other. There is also an inward and 
effectual “coming” of which Christ 
speaks when he says, “All that the 
Father giveth me, shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

The eyes of the body see out-
wardly, but there is also an inward, 
spiritual sight, such as John himself 
spoke of earlier in this first chapter, 
when he said of Christ,“we beheld 
[saw] his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). I think 
the “come and see” of this place was 
more outward, but potentially a 
“come and see” that would grow 
into appreciation of all that unfolds 
about Christ across the stage of this 
book.

Jesus says, “come,” and it results 
in a conversation and communion 
with Him that must have made their 
hearts burn within them. Jesus says, 
“come … and see.”

I wonder what they saw when 
they arrived where He stayed? I 
think they probably found that He 
lived in an unpretentious place, 
which, had they considered it, would 
have hinted at the kind of person Je-
sus was, with “a place for everything 
and everything in its place.” They 
would have found the house as neat 
as John and Peter found the tomb 
from which He was bodily raised. 
According to John 20:6-7, they 
“went into the sepulchre, and seeth 
the linen clothes lie. And the napkin, 
that was about his head, not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped 

together in a place by itself.” This 
“com[ing] and see[ing]” was their 
first exposure to the Christ with 
whom all things are well ordered 
and secure in the sphere over which 
He has all authority.

In our time, Jesus still bids us 
come to Him, to open this book and 
see how great He is and what great 
things He has done for us. The Fa-
ther’s unspeakable, inexpressible gift 
to us is Christ.

“And Nathanael said unto 
him, Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip saith unto him, Come 
and see” (John 1:46).

The SECOND instance of these 
spiritually alluring words, “Come 
and see,” occurs in John 1:46, where 
Philip speaks to Nathanael. Boiling 
those words down to their essence, 
they are spoken TO ANSWER 
DOUBTS.

Verses 43-46 say, “The day fol-
lowing Jesus would go forth into 
Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 
unto him, Follow me.… [Then] 
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith 
unto him, We have found him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of Naza-
reth, the son of Joseph. And Natha-
nael said unto him, Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip saith unto him, come and 
see.”

Nathaniel could have been voic-
ing a common judgment on the gen-
eral moral character of the town. I 
personally grew up near a respecta-
ble little Iowa town. But, in later 
years, it had deteriorated into exter-
nal and moral ruin. An acquaintance 
of my father remarked concerning 
the inhabitants, “They’re just a bunch 
of criminals.”

I don’t think Nathanael’s ques-
tion intimated that inhabitants of 
Nazareth were just a bunch of crimi-
nals. More likely he was speaking of 
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the town’s relative insignificance. No 
king, no prophet, no great historical 
figure had ever originated there.

How did Philip answer Natha-
nael’s doubts? “Come and see!” 
Philip’s reply was like asking, “Ye 
shall know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns or figs of 
thistles?” (Matthew 7:16). Had Philip 
found the Messiah, Him of whom 
Moses and the prophets wrote? The 
proof was in the pudding. Let Natha-
nael come and meet Jesus face to face 
and his doubts would dry up.

Often our response to the doubts 
expressed by others will be to urge a 
first hand acquaintance. People 
might drive by some of our church 
buildings or look at the number of 
people or cars assembled and voice a 
doubt, “Can any good thing come 
out of a little place like this?” Our 
reply would be the cheery welcome, 
“Come and see.”

A short time ago, a young wife 
with three children lost her husband 
to disease. One could look at the 
situation and say, with compassion 
for the widow but gnawing doubt 
toward God, “Can any good thing 
come out of her loss and that of her 
children?” We answer, “come and 
see,” as God makes good on His 
promise to relieve “the fatherless and 
the widow” (Psalm 146:9).

Another young friend has been 
found to have stage four cancer. He 
is an outstanding Christian, loved by 
his family, dear to his church. My 
answer to doubts would be to come 
and see his and his wife’s trust and 
submission to God. Such cases can 
be multiplied almost without number. 

Doubts, voiced or unvoiced, can 
arise. Can any good thing come out 
of such troubles and sorrows? How 
does a Christian answer? “Come 
and see, for ‘all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to 
his purpose’ [Romans 8:28].”

“Come, see a man, which told 
me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the Christ?”
(John 4:29).

A THIRD instance in which our 
phrase appears is when Jesus speaks 
with the Samaritan woman, record-
ed by John in chapter 4. She is the 
one who spoke these words TO IN-
VITE MEN TO FAITH IN CHRIST. 
Christ says to the wary, inquisitive 
woman, “Go, call thy husband, and 
come hither. The woman answered 
and said, I have no husband. Jesus 
said unto her, Thou hast well said, I 
have no husband: For thou has had 
five husbands; and he whom thou 
now hast is not thy husband: in that 
saidist thou truly” (John 4:16-18). 
These words point out the grievous 
sin of adultery involved.

Seemingly undeterred by what Je-
sus had said, she deflected attention 
away from herself to what Jesus is. 
“Sir, I perceive that thou art a proph-
et” (verse 19). When she said that her 
people were waiting for the Messiah 
to come, Christ told her, “I that speak 
unto thee am he” (verse 26).

The conversation between the 
two ended when the disciples re-
turned from a trip for food to nearby 
Sychar. The woman left her water 
pot and went back to the city. When 
Jesus had said that she had five hus-
bands, her entire life with its moral 
character must have flashed before 
her conscience. But, rather than hid-
ing her face in shame, she rushed 
into the village, and told the first 
ones she saw, who knew her reputa-
tion, “Come, see a man, which told 
me all things that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ?” (verse 29).

Jesus’ words, “go, call thy hus-
band,” eventuated in the woman 
saying, “come, see.” Now she was 
calling men to the same saving faith 
in Christ. It is a beautiful story!

Years ago after a church service, 
a man asked me to go with him into 
an adjoining room and he said 
abruptly and with urgency, “I want 
to be saved!” He knew he was lost, 
lost from good, lost in sin, lost from 
God and from heaven. What do you 
say to such a man? You open the Bi-
ble and say, in effect, Come and see 
the Savior of which it speaks. You do 
what Philip did when he met the 
Ethiopian: he “opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 
8:35) — yet another way of saying, 
“come and see.”

The person who has been brought 
to faith and repentance for his sin 
has the God-worked impulse to give 
witness to that faith, to say, “come 
and see.” Jesus would have it so.

His will for any He has saved is 
the same as for the man of Gadara. 
After he had cast out the demons 
that possessed him, Jesus told him, 
“Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee, and hath had compas-
sion on thee” (Mark 5:19). Jesus 
tells us, “Go,” and on that basis we 
entreat others, “Come, come, see a 
man who showed me all the sinful 
things I ever did and has forgiven me 
of them all.”

“And said, Where have ye 
laid him? They said unto him, 
Lord, come and see”
(John 11:34).

A FOURTH occurrence of our 
chosen phrase, “come and see,” is 
found in John 11:34, where it is spo-
ken, not by Christ, but to Him, un-
knowingly TO SET THE STAGE 
FOR GOD’S SURPRISING DEAL-
INGS. In William Cowper’s hymn, 
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“God Moves in a Mysterious Way,” 
we sing, “You fearful saints, fresh 
courage take; the clouds you so 
much dread are big with mercy, and 
shall break with blessings on your 
head.” We shall discern the truth of 
that hymn line by looking at John 
11. When Lazarus, brother of Mar-
tha and Mary, became seriously ill, 
the sisters sent for Jesus; they trusted 
His power to save their brother from 
death; their faith was not misplaced. 
But Jesus delayed hurrying to Betha-
ny for two days, and during that 
time Lazarus died.

When Jesus finally neared Betha-
ny, Martha met him first and said, 
“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died” (verse 21). 
Among other things, Jesus told her, 
“Thy brother shall rise again” (verse 
23). Martha went and told Mary, who 
later met up with Jesus. The sisters 
surely had been talking to each other, 
since Mary echoed the same, exact 
words, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died” (verse 32).

At this juncture in the narrative, 
we have a few tear-soaked verses. 
“Jesus saw her [Mary] weeping, and 
the Jews also weeping which came 
with her.” The same verse tells us 
that while Mary and those around 
her were weeping, “he groaned in 
the spirit, and was troubled” (verse 
33). Then, in verse 35, John writes, 
“Jesus wept.” Mary, the Jews, Jesus 
all were weeping.

We do not want to pass by these 
two or three verses without due at-
tention. B.B. Warfield, an old Presby-
terian scholar, commenting on “He 
groaned in the spirit,” in turn quot-
ing John Calvin, wrote, “What John 
tells us … is that Jesus approached 
the grave of Lazarus, in a state, not 
of uncontrollable grief, but of irre-
pressible anger.… But the emotion 
which tore His breast and clamored 
for utterance was just rage.… The 

spectacle of the distress of Mary and 
her companions enraged Jesus be-
cause it brought poignantly home to 
His consciousness the evil of death, 
its unnaturalness, its ‘violent tyran-
ny’ as Calvin (on verse 38) phrases it. 
In Mary’s grief, He ‘contemplates’ — 
still to adopt Calvin’s words (on verse 
33), — ‘the general misery of the 
whole human race’ and burns with 
rage against the oppressor of men.… 
Tears of sympathy may fill His eyes, 
but this is incidental. His soul is held 
by rage: and he advances to the tomb, 
in Calvin’s words again, ‘as a cham-
pion who prepares for conflict.’ The

raising of Lazarus thus becomes, not 
an isolated marvel, but — as indeed 
it is presented throughout the whole 
narrative.… What John does for us 
in this particular statement is to un-
cover to us the heart of Jesus, as He 
wins for us our salvation.”1

While he demonstrated outward-
ly that strong inward state of rage 
and a troubled spirit, we might well 
have expected Jesus, when He finally 
spoke, to express those emotions. In-
stead, Jesus simply asked, “Where 
have ye laid him?” (verse 34). Likely, 
with no other expectation than some 
further display of His sympathy, 
upon which Martha and Mary so 
naturally relied, they replied, “Lord, 
come and see.”

By the window that John’s ac-
count opens, and the comments of 
Calvin and Warfield, we see that Je-
sus had more in mind at this juncture 
than uttering some sincere, genuine 
words of comfort at the grave site 
and then returning to the family 
home. As John remarked about Jesus 

feeding the five thousand, “he him-
self knew what he would do” (John 
6:6), so in this account Jesus knew 
what He Himself would do. The 
hints were there of something great. 
Back when the news of Lazarus first 
arrived, Jesus had told His disciples, 
“This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby” 
(John 11:4). Lazarus was allowed to 
die for a purpose: to display the glory 
of God. Little did they know when 
they told Jesus, “Come and see,” that 
those words would lead Christ to 
show what He meant when He had 
told Martha, “I am the resurrection, 
and the life” (verse 25). Heavy with 
grief over their brother’s death, they 
went with Christ to the tomb, and 
there something took place that was 
beyond their greatest expectations! 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Laza-
rus, come forth. And he that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and 
foot.… Jesus said unto them, Loose 
him and let him go” (verses 43-44).

In our own sorrows, troubles, 
difficulties, disappointments, upsets, 
and reversals of life, may the “come 
and see” of John 11:34 prepare us to 
experience, in whatever way and time 
God appoints, that He “is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). 
Come and see the surprises Christ has 
for His church, His people!

These words “come and see” in 
the gospels are an echo that reaches 
out of Psalm 66:5: “Come and see 
the works of God: he is terrible in his 
doing toward the children of men.” 
In the following verse we are invited 
to rejoice in the stupendous sight of 
two and a half million souls exiting 
the house of bondage in Egypt and 
walking on dry ground through the 
Red Sea. “He turned the sea into dry 
land: they went through the flood on 
foot: there did we rejoice in him” 
(verse 6).

We have seen the words “come 
and see” used to bless men’s souls, to 
answer doubts, to invite men to 
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faith, to prepare men for God’s sur-
prising dealings, and now ...

“He is not here: for he is risen, 
as he said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay” 
(Matthew 28:6).

The FIFTH and last of our 
“come, see” occurrences takes us to 
Matthew 28:1-6, with its evidence 
inviting us TO WITNESS CHRIST’S 
GREATEST TRIUMPH. At dawn on 
the first day of the week, the two 
Marys met an angel at the tomb 
where Jesus had been buried. The 
angel told the women, “Fear not ye: 
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. He is not here: for he 
is risen, as he said.”

Everything in the first five and a 
half verses of Matthew’s resurrection 
chapter (the earthquake, the descent 
of the angel and his description and 
his effect on the Roman guardians of 
the tomb), expectantly builds toward 
and prepares for the pivotal, crucial 
words of the angel which follow, 
“Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay” (Matthew 28:5-6). But He lies 
there no longer. Jesus Christ had 
been crucified, dead and buried. 
Now He is risen from the dead! He 
has triumphed over death and sin 
and Satan.

With all that Satan and the un-
godly world does to mock, scorn, 
sneer at, deride and argue against 
our faith — a faith which in truth 
may sometimes tremble and be shak-
en — it is a passage like this in which 
the angel of God says, “Come and 
see,” that so wonderfully and ration-
ally quiets our fears and restores a 
confident, joyful, indestructible faith. 
“Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus 
my Savior!”

It was not simply the angel’s 
words, “he is not here, for he is ris-
en” that secured the women’s faith in 
Jesus’ resurrection, but the “come, 
see the place where he lay.” The rest 
of the chapter, including the resur-

rection appearances, builds from 
those words. Belief in His resurrec-
tion did not rest alone on the resur-
rection appearances of Jesus. “Come, 
see” the empty tomb was what clinched 
the fact of Christ’s resurrection.

Even one element left out of the 
tightly knit chapter diminishes its 
force, leaves a gaping hole. It is the 
empty tomb that makes the resurrec-
tion narratives real and irrefutable. 
To pick holes in what Matthew and 
others witnessed and what they re-
corded by the Almighty influence of 
the Holy Spirit is the worst of folly 
and presumption.

The empty tomb and the witness 
of the women, as also Peter and 
John, to its emptiness, makes the ex-
tended comment of Charles Hodge 
on 1 Corinthians 15:5 exceedingly 
pertinent. Hodge writes:

“As the resurrection of Christ is 
an historical fact, it is to be proved 
by historical evidence. The apostle 
therefore appeals to the testimony of 
competent witnesses. All human 
laws assume that the testimony of 
two witnesses, when uncontradicted, 
and especially when confirmed by 
collateral evidence, produces such 
conviction of the truth of the fact as-
serted as to justify even taking the 
life of a fellow-creature. Confidence 
in such testimony is not founded on 
experience, but on the constitution 
of our nature. We are so constituted 
that we cannot refuse assent to the 
testimony of good men to a fact fair-
ly within their knowledge.”

Hodge winds up his comments 
in that place with this resounding 
declaration pronouncing the resur-
rection of Christ as “the best authen-
ticated event in the history of the 
world.”2

The empty tomb, which the 
women were invited to “come and 
see,” was, in fact, Exhibit A in the 
resurrection evidences. Every ele-
ment of the account — the empty 
grave included — existed by the sov-
ereign purpose and work of God. 
Every element as set down in the 

Scripture finds its place there by 
God’s moving holy men of old in 
their written accounts. All these fac-
tors combine to make the whole res-
urrection story invincibly true, and, 
as Charles Hodge writes in connec-
tion with the quote above, “it is in-
sanity and wickedness to doubt it.”

What a privilege for the women, 
wonderfully and bravely loyal to 
Christ in life and in death — last at 
the cross, first at the tomb on what 
commenced as a “Black Sunday” — 
to have been first in line, without ever 
expecting to hear the angelic invita-
tion to “come and see” the evidence 
of Christ’s greatest triumph. There is 
a most blessed warmth and appeal in 
those words of the angel, not just for 
the women, but for us also. Think of 
yourself pressing close on the heels of 
the women at the angel’s call, “come.” 
It is as if, standing on tiptoes, you 
were peering closely over their shoul-
ders to see what they see — an empty 
tomb. “It was not possible that he 
should beholden of it” (Acts 2:24). 
No wonder they “departed … from 
the sepulchre with fear and great joy; 
and did run to bring his disciples 
word” (Matthew 28:8).

Notice the manner of God’s deal-
ings with His people. Whatever tone 
God adopts in speaking to men is 
perfectly good and right, but when 
we have learned deferentially to bow 
to His authority, there is something 
that melts the heart as He conde-
scends to entreat, invite, to say to us, 
“come and see.” Come, see!                                    •
____________ 

1B.B. Warfield, The Person and Work of 
Christ (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Re-
formed Publishing Co., 1950), pp. 115-117.

2Charles Hodge, An Exposition of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians (Grand Rap-
ids: Baker Book House, 1980, p. 314.
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Bible Presbyterian 
Church, residing in
Lakewood, WA.



Philadelphia Fundamental Presbyterian Church
of Ayacucho, Peru
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Philadelphia Fundamental Presbyterian Church
of Ayacucho, Peru

I
n the last issue of Redeeming the 
Time, we included photos of some 
of the churches affiliated with the 
International Council of Christian 

Churches. This issue includes a number 
of additional photos. We rejoice in the 
faithful Bible-believing churches standing 
“for the word of God, and for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ” all over the world.      
—Brad Gsell

AYACUCHO, PERU, is a city high in 
the Andes mountains. This was one of the 
earliest mission fields of The Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 
The missionaries suffered persecution in 
this Roman Catholic stronghold. In past 
decades, the Shining Path Communist 
guerrilas terrorized this region, with many 
thousands being killed. The gospel witness 
has carried on through much opposition.

PAGE 8: Top left: Members of two congre-
gations in Ayacucho met for a Thursday 
afternoon service. Bottom left: The beauti-
ful church building. Bottom Center: The 
family of Pastor and Mrs. David Hua-
mantinco are very musical, using their tal-
ents in the service of the Lord. Their son 
Gy (pictured in our last issue) is a talented 
pianist. Bottom Right: The pastor’s neph-
ew Jhoss Mondragon traveled with us 
and cheerfully helped us in many ways. 
He desires to go on for formal theological 
training. PAGE 9: Top: Fellowship in the 
home of Pastor and Mrs. Huamantinco 
and their family. Center: The congregation 
singing. Bottom: The beautiful plaza in the 
heart of the city.
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those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as we are” (John 
17:11). The WCC has deceptively 
used this verse since its founding in 
1948, emphasizing the words, “That 
they all may be one.” However, 
Christ modifies this phrase with the 
all-important words, “as we [the 
members of the Trinity] are.” Later, 
in verse 17, He prays, “Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
Our unity as Christians is firmly 
based on our adherence to the truth 
of God’s Word. Any other basis for 
union is disobedience to Christ.

WCC General Secretary Rev. Dr. 
Olav Fykse Tveit describes the up-
coming event as: “an historical mile-
stone in the search for Christian 
unity and for the cooperation among 
the churches for a world with peace 
and justice.”

Later, Tveit continued, “This is a 
unique opportunity to share our gifts 
of fellowship with one another and 
with all our churches around the 
world. The relationships locally and 
globally will not be the same after 
this event.”

The official Roman Catholic rep-
resentative, Rev. Dr Andrzej Choro-
manski, of the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity, stated that 
the Pope wants to participate in the 
70th anniversary celebration of the 
WCC, because he considers it to be 
part of the “world church movement.”

Just before leaving, the Pope will 
hold a mass at the Palexpo Conven-
tion Centre in Geneva. Historically, 

Protestants have considered the mass 
to be a great offense, as the blood of 
Christ is shed anew according to 
Rome’s doctrine of transubstantiation.

The International Council of 
Christian Churches (ICCC) is also 
celebrating its 70th anniversary this 
year. However, the ICCC insists that 
everything it does must be “for the 
word of God, and for the testimony 
of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:9).

Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:11: 
“And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.” Here we have 
apostate Protestantism and apostate 
Rome “walking, praying, and work-
ing” to build the “one world church” 
— an abomination to the Lord.                •
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ICCC Baptist Churches in Iquitos, Peru

ON THE DAY OF OUR ARRIVAL IN AYACUCHO, violent pro-
tests were occurring in the city, so the police gave us an escort to 
the place where we were staying. The streets were empty for sev-
eral days, since drivers didn’t want to encounter the protesters 
and risk being injured or having their cars damaged or destroyed.

The farm workers here are very poor and were seeking better 
wages and better prices for their potato crops. Unfortunately, 
some used this to condemn the capitalistic system and what they 
believed to be “imperialism” (see sign at left).

The protest we encountered in the city plaza was peaceful, 
with a heavy police presence. The people in Ayacucho were 
amazingly hospitable, with an abundance of Christian love showed 
to us at every turn! 

“Walking, Praying, and 
Working TogeTher”
Continued from page 1

Mr. Brad Gsell is an elder 
in the Bible Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte, NC,
and President of the  
International Council of 
Christian Churches and of 
The Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions.

Our unity as Christians 
is firmly based on our 
adherence to the truth 

of God’s Word. Any 
other basis for union is 
disobedience to Christ.



Top: A service at the El Sembrador Church in Iquitos, Peru. Bottom 
Left: Brad Gsell gave a Bible message, translated by Stephen Ricker. 
Stephen spoke in a number of churches as well. Bottom Right: Five 
young people were welcomed into the membership of the church.
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ICCC Baptist Churches in Iquitos, Peru
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IQUITOS, PERU, is a city in the Amazon 
jungle, at the confluence of the Nanay, Ithay 
and Amazon rivers. A number of Baptist 
churches in this region are members of the 
International Council of Christian Churches 
(ICCC).

PAGE 12: Some of the churches visited in 
and near Iquitos. Bottom left: Local fish 
and jungle fruit served on a palm leaf. Bot-
tom right: Pastor Juan Hoyos on the River. 
PAGE 13: Top: The confluence of the Nanay 
River with the Amazon. The darker gray 
water in the foreground is the Nanay; the 
browner water is the Amazon. Top Right: 

Grilled palm weevil 
grubs are a real del-
icacy here! Center: 
The auto rickshaw 
(motocar) is the pri-
mary mode of trans-
portation in Iquitos. 
Cars are rare. Bot-
tom left: Houses on 
stilts line the river 
banks. Bot tom right: 
Rev. Víctor Monte-
jo of Iquitos is a 
leader in the Council 
of Evan gelical Funda-
mental Churches of 
Peru, together with 
Rev. Hoyos.



14 Redeeming the Time  |  Spring 2018 www.rttpublications.org

Fundamental Biblical Presbyterian Churches
of Arica, Chile



ARICA, CHILE, is located just south of the 
Peruvian border. It sits on the Pacific coast, 
and is otherwise surrounded by the Atacamba 
Desert. This is one of the driest places in the 
world, with little recordable rainfall. The city 
limits end abruptly as they give way to the bar-
ren desert. Two missionary families serve in 
Arica under the auspices of The Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions: Rev. 
and Mrs. Jonathan Jara and Melanie; and Rev. 
and Mrs. Jim Bjur and Debbie. The Bjurs’ 
work is featured on these pages. See photos of 
the Jaras’ work on page 16.

PAGE 14: The Fundamental National Presby-
terian Church is pastored by Rev. Jim Bjur, 
Center left: Pastor Bjur teaches Sunday 
school. Bottom Left: Pastor and Mrs. Bjur and 
daughter Debbie use their many talents to 
share the gospel of Christ; Sheila Gsell, 
right. PAGE 15: Top: The taxi ride across the 
border from Peru into Chile reveals the ut-
ter barrenness of the Atacamba Desert Row 
2: A view of the city from atop El Morro, 
Arica’s iconic landmark. Row 3 left: Some of 
the children coming to Sunday school. Row 3 
right: Rev. Bjur with Brad Gsell. They have 
been friends and have served the Lord in 
some of the same Christian organizations 
for over 40 years.Bottom: The Atacamba Des-
ert meets the abrupt edges of the city.
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Fundamental Biblical Presbyterian Churches
of Arica, Chile
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Top: Pastor Jonathan Jara in front of the Berea Funda-
mental Biblical Presbyterian Church of Arica, Chile. Near-
ly all buildings in Latin American cities are behind walls 
and gates. Bottom left: The Jaras with Stephen Ricker and 
the Gsells. Bottom Right: Pastor Jara in the pulpit.

Pray for the Bible-believing Christians in every section of our world. 
Many of them serve the Lord at great personal sacrifice and danger.
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