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or most of January and February 2022, I had the privilege of traveling
across the east African nation of Kenya on behalf of The Independent Board
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions (IBPFM) and the International Council
of Christian Churches (ICCC). I was invited to preach and teach in many
churches, and Bible institutes and colleges, as well as to meet with a number of
Christian leaders in different ICCC denominations. In addition, other faithful
pastors and denominations not affiliated with either of these organizations wel-
comed me to minister in their midst. What a blessing to be with dear brethren in

Christ whom I have known for many years, as well as to make many new friends.
A faithful national church

The thing that most encour-
aged my heart and for which I
praise the Lord is that a faithful
witness is alive and well in the land
of Kenya. Although the gospel came

Continued on page 16
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BY ROBERT W. ANDERSON

As we have just celebrated the Easter
season, this message, based on Luke 24,
gives us much to consider as we
remember the glorious events
surrounding Christ’s death on the cross,
His resurrection from the dead, and
His ascension into heaven.

ver the years, we have seen search-
lights crisscrossing the night sky,
typically advertising a grand open-
ing of some new commercial ven-
ture. Yet none of them comes near the scale
of the grand and glorious openings re-
counted in Luke’s resurrection chapter 24:
1. the opening of a week
. the opening of a tomb
. the opening of the eyes
. the opening of the Scriptures
. the opening of the
understanding
6. the opening of heaven.

1. The Opening of a Week

Luke 24:1 opens with, “Now upon the
first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre,
bringing the spices which they had pre-
pared, and certain others with them.” The

Continued on page 12
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A Martyr’s Testimony

uring John Knox’s second ex-

ile, the Reformation in Scot-

land continued its progress.

The fledgling assemblies in-

cluded some of the nobility,

who were able to secure places for
meetings in private homes and in cas-
tles. The flock grew in numbers and
spiritual strength. In the face of Rome’s
cruel persecutions, Scottish believers
entered into “bands” or “covenants,”
that united them in their sacred re-
solve to remain faithful to Scriptural
doctrine and practice. Church histo-
rian, J.A. Wylie, wrote: “[T]hey prom-
ised before the ‘Majesty of God and
His congregation’ to employ their
‘whole power, substance, and very
lives’ in establishing the Gospel in
Scotland, in defending its ministers,
and building up its ‘Congregation.’”!
In the year 1558, the Roman
clergy believed they were threatened
by the presence of these humble Chris-
tians and determined to return to their
standard weapon — execution by fire.
Although this horrendous cruelty al-
ways aided the growth of Christ’s true
Church, Roman clerics rushed to sat-
isfy their hellish thirst for blood. They
determined to arrest a converted priest,
Walter Mill. Some 20 years earlier,
Mill had narrowly escaped the fiery
stake. His crime was that he refused
to conduct the mass. He fled to Ger-
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many and there learned the saving
truths of God’s Word. Around 1556,
he returned to Scotland and roamed
the land, rebuking sin and preaching
Scriptural truth. The bishops suc-
ceeded in capturing the now elderly
preacher and presented him for trial
in the city of St. Andrews. At the age

“Dear friends, the cause why
I suffer this day is not for
any crime laid to my charge,
though | acknowledge myself
a miserable sinner before
God, but only for the
defence of the truth of
Jesus Christ, set forth in the
Old and New Testaments.”

Walter Mill

of 82, Mill was lame and feeble. Yet,
the Lord’s servant remained unmoved
by Rome’s flatteries and threats. He
was brought to trial before the papal
clergy that included bishops and the
Archbishop of St. Andrews. Mill’s age
and physical condition led the assem-
bly to fear that his voice would be too
weak to be heard. John Howie, in his
book The Scots Worthies, wrote: “[A]s
soon as he began to speak he surprised
them all; his voice made the church
to ring, and his quickness and courage
amazed his very enemies.” The ac-
cused began by kneeling in prayer.
Before completing his petition to the
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Judge of all the Earth, he was inter-
rupted by his examiner, named Oli-
phant: “You keep my lord of St. An-
drews too long here.” The implacable
herald of truth continued praying and
then arose with these words: “I ought
to obey God rather than man. I serve
a mightier Lord than your lord is....”2

Howie recorded the following in-
terrogation between Oliphant and Mill:

“Oliphant: Thou sayest there are
not seven sacraments?

“Mill: Give me the Lord’s Supper
and Baptism, and take you all the rest.

“Oliphant: What think you of a
priest’s marriage?

“Mill: T think it a blessed bond
ordained by God, and approved of by
Christ, and free to all sorts of men:
but ye abhor it, and in the meanwhile,
take other men’s wives and daughters.
Ye vow chastity, and keep it not.

“Oliphant: How sayest thou that
the mass is idolatry?

“Mill: A lord or king calleth many
to dinner, they come and sit down,
but the lord himself turneth his back,
and eateth up all; and so do you.

“Oliphant: Thou deniest the sac-
rament of the altar to be the real body
of Christ in flesh and blood?

“Mill: The Scriptures are to be
understood spiritually, and not car-
nally, and so your mass is wrong, for
Christ was once offered on the cross
for sin, and will never be offered again,
for then He put an end to all sacrifice.

“QOliphant: Thou deniest the of-
fice of a bishop?

“Mill: T affirm that those you call
bishops do no bishop’s work, but live
after sensual pleasure, taking no care of
Christ’s flock, nor regarding His word.”3

Oliphant concluded his interroga-
tion with this threat: “If you will not
recant, I will pronounce sentence
against you.” Mill replied: “I know
that I must die once; and therefore, as
Christ said to Judas, ‘What thou
doest, do quickly.” You shall know
that I will not recant the truth; for I
am corn, and not chaff; I will neither
be blown away by the wind nor burst
with the flail, but will abide both.”*

www.rttpublications.org



Oliphant sentenced the faithful
believer to be “delivered to the tem-
poral judge, and burnt as an heretic.”
However, the papal clergy could not
find any temporal judge to condemn
him. When a rope was required to
bind him to the stake, no merchant
or other source would provide one.
The execution had to be postponed
for a day. Finally, one of the Arch-
bishop’s servants was used as a tem-
poral judge and a rope was attained
from the Archbishop’s pavilion.’

On the way to the stake, a voice
cried for Mill to recant. He replied:
“I marvel at your rage, ye hypocrites,
who do so cruelly pursue the servants
of God; as for me, I am now eighty-
two years old, and cannot live long
by course of nature; but an hundred
shall rise out of my ashes, who shall
scatter you, ye hypocrites, and perse-
cutors of God’s people; and such of
you as now think yourselves the best,
shall not die such an honest death as
I now do. I trust in God, I shall be the
last who shall suffer death, in this
fashion, for this cause, in the land”®

At the place of execution, Oli-
phant ordered Mill to go to the stake.
The martyr replied: “No, I will not
go, except thou put hands to myself;
but if thou wilt put to thy hand, and
take part of my death, thou shalt see
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me go up gladly.”” Oliphant placed
his hand on his victim, and Mill ap-
proached the stake with cheerfulness,
saying, “I will go unto the altar of
God.”® He was requested to speak,
but Oliphant said “he had spoken too
much already, and that the bishops
were exceedingly displeased with
what he had said.”

The bystanders, however, pre-
vailed against the cruel papists. Mill
kneeled in prayer, and then arose to
speak: “Dear friends, the cause why
I suffer this day is not for any crime
laid to my charge, though I acknowl-
edge myself a miserable sinner before
God, but only for the defence of the
truth of Jesus Christ, set forth in the
Old and New Testaments. I praise
God that He hath called me, among
the rest of His servants, to seal up His
truth with my life; as I have received
it of Him, so I willingly offer it up for
His glory; therefore, as ye would es-
cape eternal death, be no longer se-
duced with the lies of bishops, abbots,
friars, monks, and the rest of that sect
of Antichrist, but depend only upon
Jesus Christ and His mercy, that so ye
may be delivered from condemna-
tion.”10

Christ’s martyr uttered his last
prayer and exhortation in the flames:

“Lord have mercy on me. Pray, pray,
good people, while there is time.”!

The servant of the Lord entered
eternal glory on April 28, 1558. His
death was not in vain. The people
were so affected that they piled a mas-
sive amount of stones upon the place
of his burning to preserve the memo-
ry of this murderous injustice. Howie
wrote: “[B]ut the priests gave orders
to have it taken down, and carried
away; denouncing a curse on any who
should lay stones there again; but
their anathema was so little regarded,
that what was thrown down in the
day time was raised again in the night,
until at last the papists carried away
the stones to build houses in or about
the town, which they did in the night
with all possible secrecy.”!?

J.A. Wylie wrote: “The nation
was roused, and Scotland waited only
the advent of one of its exiled sons,
who was day by day drawing nearer
it, to start up as one man and rend
from its neck the cruel yoke which
had so long weighed it down in serf-
dom and superstition.”!® That man
was John Knox. o

17.A. Wylie, The History of Protestant-
ism, Vol. III (London: Cassell and Company,
n.d. [originally published, 1878]), p. 488.

2John Howie, The Scots Worthies (Edin-
burgh: Johnston, Hunter, and Company, 1870),
p. 34.

31bid.

*Ibid., p. 35.
SIbid.

°Ibid.

"Ibid.

8bid.

°Ibid.
O1bid., p. 36.
U1bid.
21bid., p. 37.
BwWylie, p. 488.
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Paul Kilonzi, Elder-Keith McCoy, Elder Daniel Matamal&arcela th, from ipton; IA, brings forth the Word of Life” =
Zufiiga work together in distributing medicine to sch@@FChildren. Isovya Independent Presbyte?ié’n Church. ”
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In January 2022, a Student Overseas Missionary Endeavor (SOME) team traveled to Kenya, East Africa, to

labor at the Isovya mission station of The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions (IBPFM), and
with surrounding pastors and local churches affiliated with the Independent Presbyterian Church of Kenya.

Under the capable leadership of Miss Bonnie Leithman, of the IBPFM headquarters, the team was involved
with teaching, preaching, evangelism, medical work, and doing numerous repairs and maintenance.

3 The team included 13 from Chile, led by Miss Becky

Rodriguez, and five from the United States.
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The SOME Team included several with medical training and
experience. Dr. Marcela Arriagada, whose parents served
as medical missionaries under the IBPFM in the 1970s, was
on the team with her family, as was Elder Daniel Matamala
and his family. Both of the Matamalas are nurses. Dr.
Arriagada coordinated the distribution of Vitamin A and
and anti-parasite medications at a local public school, with
several hundred children. The Team was able to give the
gospel to the students before the distribution of the
medicine.

The medications were also given to the teachers of the
school. In the process, the teachers all asked for Bibles,
which we readily procured for them!
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Upon the arrival of the SOME Team in Isovya, we were greeted by (left to right): Pastor Daniel Mwendwa,

ﬂand Mrs-Joel Mueke (Purity), Rev: and Mrs. James Mwangangi (Franciscar), and Rev Paul Kilonzi.
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Dedication service of the new building of the Mukaini
Independent Presbyterian Church. Rev. Brad Gsell gave the
dedicatory message from the book of Nehemiah. The SOME
team provided musical selections. Above, Pastor Paul
Kilonzi with Elder Gary Johnson at a plague honoring those
who gave to make this building project possible.
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PhilipWambua has been a tremendous blessing to
PFM. Many times he has given of his time and

its missionaries. It was a privilege to finally gef
eet him upon our arrival in Kenya.
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SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL HEALING

ary and Pat Johnson first went to Kenya as in the bush, near Kitui. The Clinics of Care provided
Gmedical missionaries with The Independent greatly needed medical services to the people in the
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions in the sourounding area for a number of years. The gospel
mid-1960s. Gary's skills as a lab technician and Pat's ~ was given to all who came for help. station. This endeavor continues today
as a nurse, together with their love for lost souls, The Johnsons also worked in a number of the under national leadership.
were of tremendous value at the IBPFM's Roland K. surrounding congregations of a group of Independent The 2022 SOME Team to Isovya
Armes Memorial Hospital in Mwingi, Kenya. Since Preshyterian churches. They have mentored a number ~ would not have been possible without
that time, the Johnsons have served as missionaries  of the pastors in the area, and continue to be very the years of sacrificial service to the
in the Holy Land, and other areas of Kenya. involved with seeking to help them. Teaching, preaching  Lord by the Johnsons. Please be in prayer
Before moving back to the United States, the and evangelism were at the center of their work. that the Lord would send forth laborers
Johnsons spent their last years on the field starting In addition, the Bethel Bible and Technical to continue this important work to lost

and operating a medical work in Isovya, a town out Schools were started across the road from the mission  souls in eastern Kenya..
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A VISIT T mMWINGI

ne of the earliest works of The Independent Board
@fcr Preshyterian Foreign Missions (IBPFM) was
the Roland K. Armes Memorial Hospital in Mwingi,
Kenya. Miss Marian McNeil, a nurse from the Collingswood,
NJ, Bible Presbyterian Church, sailed for “Kenya Colony” in
1936, serving with the Gospel Furthering Fellowship. Within
a few years, she came with the IBPFM. She and Miss
Dorothy Roberts served in Mwingi for many years,
beginning under very primitive conditions. Through the
decades, dozens of missionaries served at Mwingi hospital,
including doctors, nurses, preachers, and teachers.
The mission station was built near the side of a rock
Oﬁe of therhospital bundmgs Inset A “mountain,’ with cisterns built at the base to collect the rain
cornerstone was left exposed when water running off of it. These ladies did whatever it took to
renova’ung the buildings, showing its origins serve their Saviour. Miss Roberts studied auto mechanics
as a mission hospital of the IBPFM. and had construction skills. She pitched right in with the
o arduous tasks of building the hospital and missionary
homes, and fixing the vehicles! The hospital was taken over

- o by the Kenyan government in 1983
ﬂ! = amuu»dmx ad 0
0Spita The Rev. Solomon Muthukya was one of the first

and EENWMMMM Sunday school students of Miss McNeil, and worked closely
with Board missionaries Rev. and Mrs. Victor Hall. At 86,
Rev. Muthukya and his wife still reside near Mwingi, and he
is pastor of the Mathyakani Independent Presbyterian
Church (IPC). At his invitation, Elder Keith McCoy and | were
able to travel from Isovya to Mwingi for an overnight visit,
thanks to transportation provided by two of his sons.

It was a real blessing to be welcomed to the Muthukya
home, and for him to take us on a tour of some of the
earliest IPC churches, and the Mwingi Hospital. We visited
the grave of the Rev. Samson Kilolo, one of the earliest IPC
pastors, and met some of his family. Also, we visited the
family and grave of the Rev. Samsoni Ngovu, who studied
under Rev. Hall.

When we arrived at the hospital, a large new building
had been constructed in recent years. We were welcomed
into the office of the administrator, Dr. Evans Momu. He
talked with us for some time, and sent one of the nurses to
give us a tour of the property, including some of the
original buildings, and missionary homes. Later, he sent a
letter requesting that we send him a copy of Miss McNeil's
book, Lord, “Give Me This Mountain,” and any photos of the
missionary work there. He is planning to create a historical
display about the hospital.
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GRAND OPENINGS

Continued from page 1

word “opening” is not used of this
early morning visit, but 1 Chronicles
9:27 does speak of “the opening
thereof every morning” in reference
to the duties of the Levites.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is
areal date and time event that occurred
at a specific location — Jerusalem. By
Samuel Andrews’ computation, the
morning is April 9, A.D. 30." The day
in view is the Sunday following the
Friday when Jesus was crucified. How-
ever, opinions vary as to the exact time
of these early morning hours.

J. Gresham Machen’s words help
us appreciate the larger picture for
these women: “Up to the age of about
thirty years, He [Jesus] lived an ob-
scure life in the midst of an humble
family. Then He began a remarkable
course of ethical and religious teach-
ing, accompanied by a ministry of
healing. At first He was very popular.
Great crowds followed Him gladly,
and the intellectual men of His people
were interested in what He had to say.
But His teaching presented revolution-
ary features, and He did not satisfy
the political expectations of the popu-
lace. And so, before long, after some
three years, He fell a victim to the
jealousy of the leaders of His people
and the cowardice of the Roman gov-
ernor. He died the death of the crimi-
nals of those days, on the cross. At His
death, the disciples whom He had
gathered about Him were utterly dis-
couraged. In Him had centered all
their loftiest hopes. And now that He
was taken from them by a shameful
death, their hopes were shattered.”?

The world to which the women
awoke that morning was, so they
thought, without its “bright and morn-
ing star.” They, as well as the disciples,
were dejected and utterly discouraged,
and their hopes were shattered.

Thankfully, the women were not
ready to throw off everything to do
with Jesus. We are moved to see them

going about in their grief to minister
to Him in His death, as they had in
His life.

Concerning the woman who
anointed His feet, Jesus had said,
“Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached throughout the whole world,

this also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her”

(Mark 14:9). So it would be with these
women who came to anoint His body
for burial.

Because of what took place on that
first day of the week, every Sunday
came to be known as the “Lord’s Day”
(Revelation 1:10), and it has been ob-
served as such in all subsequent ages.

2. The Opening of a Tomb:

Occasionally we hear of a disin-
terment, the opening of a grave. In all
four gospel accounts we learn of the
opening of the tomb in which Jesus
had been buried, but there is no re-
moval of a body.

Before we deal with the open
tomb, we reckon with its closing.
Luke does not record that specific de-
tail, but his fellow evangelist Matthew
does. After Jesus’ burial, the chief
priests and Pharisees entreated Pilate:
“Command therefore that the sepul-
chre be made sure [secure] until the
third day, lest his disciples come by
night, and steal him away, and say
unto the people, He is risen from the
dead: so the last error shall be worse
than the first.” Pilate replied, “Ye have
a watch: go your way, make it as sure
as ye can” (Matthew 27:64,65). They
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did as directed. A “No Trespassing!,”
“No Tampering!” seal was affixed to
the stone.

Let the enemies of Christ do their
best. God was going to make “the
devices of the people of none effect”
(Psalm 33:10). “He that sitteth in the
heavens shall laugh” (Psalm 2:4).

On the third day, the women, with
fright and tears as they came to the
tomb, found the stone rolled away.
The empty tomb is the centerpiece of
all the gospels’ resurrection accounts.

Matthew writes of the angel’s
words, “He is not here: for he is risen,
as he said. Come, see the place where
the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:6). Mark
16:6 and Luke 24:6 speak to the same
effect. John records, “The first day of
the week cometh Mary Magdalene
early, when it was yet dark, unto the
sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken
away from the sepulchre” (John 20:1).
The tomb was open and it was empty.

Where was this tomb? There is no
absolute certainty where the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathea stood. At any
rate, it was located somewhere out-
side Jerusalem.

In our ordinary thinking, the real-
ity of events is tied down to where they
occurred. We know where we were
born, attended school, were married,
and where we went to church. The
open and empty tomb belongs to that
category of places. Take away the
“where” we were born and schooled,
and “life is but a dream.” Cut away
the tie of the resurrection from the
place where it occurred and the reality
of the event is undermined with uncer-
tainty. Thanks be to God that He bolts
down the resurrection event to a place
and time where eyes at that time could
bear witness to an empty tomb.

Who opened the tomb? Here we
return to Matthew, who writes, “And,
behold, there was a great earthquake:
for the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came and rolled
back the stone from the door, and sat
upon it” (Matthew 28:2). The resur-
rection was a stupendous event ac-
companied by another supernatural

www.rttpublications.org



occurrence: there was a great earth-
quake — not supernatural of itself, but
supernatural as to its place and time.

God turned the world of the Jew-
ish Sanhedrin and of the Roman gov-
ernor upside down by sending an
angel to the scene. After the angel
appeared, the guard members, when
they had recovered from their shaking
and falling to the ground as dead men,
deserted their post for the city.

Angels are described by Psalm
103:20, as those “that excel in strength,
that do his commandments, hearken-
ing unto the voice of his word.” That
angel “came and rolled back the stone
from the door, and sat upon it” (Mat-
thew 28:2). On that stone he sat with
greater state and dignity than a Caesar
on his throne. The angel, as God’s seal,
invalidated the one affixed to the stone
at the direction of Pilate. God’s angel
kept the tomb and resurrection site
uncompromised and uncontaminated.

Undeterred by the quake, the
women made their way to the tomb.
Upon their arrival at the site, they
found matters different than they had
left them and than they expected to
find them. They had wondered among
themselves who would roll the stone
away (Mark 16:3), but it was already
rolled away! They might have expect-
ed guards to be present (if they knew
of the arrangement), but that contin-
gent was nowhere to be seen!

The angel does double duty: he is
guard and he is guide. He is there to
tell the women, “He is not here: for he
is risen, as he said, Come, see the place
where the Lord lay” (Matthew 28:6).

Why was the tomb opened? Not
to let Jesus exit, but to let the wit-
nesses in to see that Jesus was not
there. Jesus did not need anyone to
“unlock” the tomb. Later that same
day, when the disciples were behind
locked doors, He appeared in their
midst (John 20:19,26).

Two thousand years after the open,
empty tomb was first seen, it is still an
inviolate witness to the event of utmost
importance to us and to our salvation.
Benjain B. Warfield writes, “His resur-
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rection drags ours in its train.”® The
tomb that was opened to show itself
empty has been called “Exhibit A” for
the historicity of the resurrection.

We have the when, the where, and
the why of Christ’s resurrection. This
supernatural event is inextricably wo-
ven into the fabric of history. Paul
testifies to the importance of that
event: “If Christ be not risen, then is
our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain.... If Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins.” (That would be a calamitous!)
“But now is Christ risen from the
dead!” (1 Corinthians 15:14,17,20).

3. The Opening of the Eyes

We suspect the third grand open-
ing, the opening of eyes, would have
been of special interest to Luke as a
physician. This opening involves two
people on a late afternoon seven-mile
walk (perhaps three hours) from Je-
rusalem to Emmaus (exact location
unknown).

In verse 13, Luke writes “two of
them went that same day.” The word
“them” associates the two travelers
with the apostles and the women

mentioned in the previous verses. Un-
recognized by the two (either two
men or husband and wife), Jesus fell
in with them, conversed with them,
and queried them. In effect, he asked
them, “What are you talking about
and why are you sad?” They showed
surprise — was He a complete strang-
er in the area, not knowing what ev-
erybody was talking about, the things
that had recently transpired? They
told him about Jesus of Nazareth, His

reputation by word and deed, and His
death by crucifixion caused by the
clamor of the nation’s leadership.
They added that some of their num-
ber early that very same day had gone
to the tomb and seen an angel who
told them that Jesus was alive. Stun-
ning! Here the two travelers were
talking to Him of whom they spoke.
Scarcely can we wait for their eyes to
be opened.

How did Jesus of Nazareth, phy-
sician of souls that He is, deal with
these two in their despondency? Did
He assure them of God’s love and bet-
ter days ahead? Did He add “facts”
that would give them a new perspec-
tive on recent events? Those things
were true enough, but were not their
need of the moment. His first words
concerned the dullness of their spiri-
tual understanding. He chided them:
“O fools and slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken”
(verse 25). Proverbs reminds us, “Re-
proofs of instruction are the way of
life” (Proverbs 6:23).

We do not know of their initial
response to this “liberty” of a complete
stranger to reflect negatively on the
poverty of their spiritual understand-
ing.

Having found fault with their
relative dullness of mind, Christ pro-
ceeded to correct their deficiency by
teaching them, assuming the Chair of
Old Testament prophecy: “Ought not
Christ to have suffered these things?”
— the sufferings of which they had
spoken as they walked together. He
pointed out the necessity of Christ’s
sufferings: “Beginning at Moses and
all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself” (verse 27). Jesus
was not carrying scrolls of the Scrip-
ture. He knew them verbatim.

Arriving at their destination, they
implored Jesus to stay the night, to
which He acceded. They had heard
Him teach, now they heard Him pray.
From that moment, not either of them,

Continued on page 14
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GRAND OPENINGS

Continued from page 13

but Christ, was the head of the home.
He, not they, led in prayer. He broke
the food. He passed it. So familiar, so
memorable, were His actions and man-
ner of speaking, that in a moment
“their eyes were opened, and they
knew him” (verse 31). What a happy
and glorious event! Scripture had been
opened. Eyes had been opened!

God “formed the eye[s]” (Psalm
94:9) — not evolution — and He ul-
timately employs them as He wills.
He miraculously gave sight to the
blind (Luke 18:42) and blinded the
eyes of those who saw, such as Elymas
in Acts 13:11. God has given us eyes
to witness a sunrise, behold the beau-
ty of the flower, delight in the face of
a grandchild, and read the words of
the Bible. We join the Psalmist in pray-
ing, “Open thou mine eyes, that  may
behold wondrous things out of thy
law” (Psalm 119:18).

4. The Opening of the Scriptures

Closely linked with the opening of
the eyes is the fourth one, the opening
of the Scriptures. After Jesus had van-
ished from their sight, they remarked
one to the other, “Did not our heart
burn within us, while he talked with
us by the way, and while he opened
to us the scriptures?” (verse 32). In
opening the Scriptures, Jesus was han-
dling only what He Himself had giv-
en men by the Holy Spirit.

We notice two texts from the
epistles of Peter that bear upon the
source of the Scriptures. In 1 Peter
1:11, the apostle writes that it was
“the Spirit of Christ, which was in
them ... when it testified beforehand
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow.”

The “Spirit of Christ” is the Holy
Spirit, the third person of the Trinity,
who is “sent by, acts for, and reveals
both the Father and the Son.”* The

ease and familiarity with which Jesus

commented on the Scriptures was ow-
ing to His having sent the Spirit to
reside in and lead the prophets as they
wrote of His own sufferings and glory.
The Scriptures in the highest sense
were His Scriptures. He was the author.

The second passage from Peter to
which we turn is 2 Peter 1:20,21:
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private in-
terpretation. For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Warfield, with customary clarity,
comments on these verses in his ar-
ticle on “Inspiration.” We snatch a
few of his lines: “‘every prophecy of
scripture’ — the exact equivalent, it
will be observed ... of Paul’s ‘every
scripture’ (2 Timothy 3:16).... What
he says of it is that it does not come
‘of private interpretation’; that is, it
is not the result of human investiga-
tion into the nature of things, the
product of its writers’ own thinking.
This is as much as to say it is of Divine
gift.... No prophecy ever came ... by
the will of man, but it was as borne
by the Holy Spirit that men spoke
from God.... It was spoken by men,
indeed, but the men who spoke it,
‘spake from God.””’

Warfield adds that God produced
the Scriptures “through an operation
of the Holy Ghost on these men,
which is described as ‘bearing’ them....
What is ‘borne’ is taken up by the
‘bearer’ and conveyed by the ‘bearer’s’
power, not its own, to the ‘bearers’
goal, not its own. The men who spoke
from God are here declared, therefore,
to have been taken up by the Holy
Spirit and brought by His power to
the goal of his choosing. The things
which they spoke under this operation

14 Redeeming the Time | Spring 2022

of the Spirit were therefore His things,
not theirs.”¢

After 70 years, I still recall frames
from a Moody science film showing
the slow motion opening, the unfold-
ing, of the petals of a rose blossom.
As a student in seminary in the 1960s,
I attended the Collingswood Bible
Presbyterian Church, where I heard
Dr. Carl Mclntire open passages of
Scripture. It was like watching the
opening of the rose in the Moody film.
Word by word, phrase by phrase, the
Doctor would open a text unlike any-
one I had ever heard before. The Lord
Jesus would have been the very best
“opener” ever to any audience.

5. The Opening of the
Understanding

Opening the understanding is a
fifth opening in Luke.

Jesus said, “These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning me.
Then opened he their understanding,
that they might understand the scrip-
tures” (Luke 24:44,45). In verse 32,
Jesus outwardly opens the Scriptures.
in verse 45, He inwardly opens the
understanding. The two openings are
related, but distinct actions. Both
works are potent — according to the
working of His mighty power. Both
are incredible, such as no man can do,
but God alone. Both are particular
and personal, as when the heart of
Lydia in Philippi was opened.

Our seminary Professor Robert
Dunzweiler lectured somewhat exten-
sively on the Scripture doctrine of
justification by faith. In his meticulous
way, he ably and interestingly dealt
with both Hebrew and Greek words
for justification. I shall never forget
the day when, under his instruction,
what the Bible says about justification
by faith alone broke upon my under-
standing like the morning sun soaring
up over the horizon. It was a blessing
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never to be forgotten. My understand-
ing was opened. On the basis of that
experience, I can relate in some mea-
sure to the experience of the disciples.

The opening of the understand-
ing, which the disciples experienced,
is an ongoing opening that Christ per-
forms by the inward, gracious opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit as the Word
is read and preached. The prayer of
Paul for the Ephesians testifies to this
when he writes in Ephesians 1:18,
“the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened.”

6. The Opening of Heaven

The final opening is the opening
of heaven at the ascension of Christ.
Though the word “opening” is not
employed, the idea seems present.
“And he led them out as far as to
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. And it came to pass,
while he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into heav-
en” (Luke 24:50,51).

W.H. Griffith Thomas remarks
that the ascension “is the consumma-
tion of His redemptive work.” He
notes that Ephesians has a special
emphasis on the Ascension: “In [Ephe-
sians| 1:20 God’s work wrought in
Christ is shown to have gone much
farther than the Resurrection, and to
have ‘made him to sit at his right hand
in the heavenly places,” thereby con-
stituting Him the supreme authority
over all things, and especially Head
of the church (1:20-23). This idea
concerning Christ is followed in 2:6
by the association of believers with
Christ ‘in the heavenly places,” and
the teaching finds its completest ex-
pression in 4:8-11, where the Ascen-
sion is connected with the gift of the
heavenly Christ as the crowning fea-
ture of his work.””

Charles Hodge wrote about the
ascension in his Systematic Theology:
“It was expedient, our Lord said, that
He should go away; “for if I go not
away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send
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him unto you’ (John 16:7). It was nec-
essary that redemption should not
only be acquired but applied. Men if
left to themselves would have re-
mained in their sins, and Christ had
died in vain. The great blessing which
the prophets predicted as character-
istic of the Messianic period, was the
effusion of the Holy Spirit. To secure

that blessing for the Church his ascen-
sion was necessary. He was exalted to
give repentance and the remission of
sins; to gather his people from all na-
tions and during all ages until the
work was accomplished. His throne
in the heavens was the proper place
whence the work of saving men,
through the merits of his death was
to be carried on.

“Again our Lord told his sorrow-
ing disciples, ‘I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also’ (John 14:2,3). His as-
cension, therefore, was necessary for
the completion of His work.”®

The week opened with the women
going to the empty tomb, while the
prior week had closed with Jerusalem
thinking it was done with Jesus once
and for all — having consigned Him
to “everlasting infamy.”® The tomb was
opened, though Pilate and the Jewish
leaders thought it was shut for all of
time. Eyes were opened, yet Paul quot-
ed Isaiah, “For the heart of this people
is waxed gross ... and their eyes have

they closed” (Acts 28:27). The Scrip-
tures were opened to the believing, but
they were twisted and effectively closed
to and by others. While minds were
opened, yet “the god of this world ...
hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Heav-
en opened, but, still on earth, men
wickedly, foolishly, and to their own
infinite hurt do their best to shut the
doors against the gospel, the only hope
of heaven — even to this day.
However, for all that men do to
counter the Grand Openings of the
Triune God, Revelation 3:7 remains
in force: “These things saith he that
is holy, he that is true, he that hath
the key of David, he that openeth, and
no man shutteth; and shutteth, and
no man openeth.” o
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to Kenya through thousands of mis-
sionaries over the last several centu-
ries, and although missionary labor is
still greatly needed, we rejoice that the
Lord has raised up many faithful na-
tional leaders to lead the work of God
in this country. A number of denom-
inations exist which have not bowed
the knee to Baal, in the Presbyterian,
Baptist, Methodist, and Anglican tra-
ditions, among others.

A major focus has been the educa-
tion of young people in the things of
God’s Word, so that they can become
“approved workmen,” who are able
to “rightly divide the word of truth”
(2 Timothy 2:15). I was able to teach
and preach at Bible colleges and in-
stitutes in Isovya, Nairobi, Kyeleni,
Bomet, Kisumu and Eldoret. Young
men and women, with a love for the
Lord and zeal to spread the Gospel of
Christ, are studying diligently in these
and other institutions. Students in all
of these schools excitedly told me of
going out on gospel teams on the
weekends, giving the gospel in secular
and public schools, teaching in
churches, and so forth. They were not
doing this just out of duty or requir-
ment, but displayed a genuine desire
from the heart to do that which is
pleasing to God.

Sadly, many Bible-believing church-
es and schools in the missionary-send-
ing countries of Europe and North
America are shrinking in size, with
many church buildings being sold to
secular businesses, or being torn down.
In contrast, it is a great joy to see new
churches springing up across Kenya.
Whereas many Christians in the West
sense a spiritual deadness or coldness
pervading their countries in recent
decades, with many fewer young peo-
ple giving their lives to serve the Lord,
I believe the days ahead will undoubt-
edly see many missionaries going forth
from countries in Africa, South Amer-
ica, Asia, and so forth. Indeed our

Independent Board is thankful to God
for the faithful missionaries who are
serving under our banner from other
continents besides North America,
and doing a marvelous work to the
glory of God!

It also is a joy to see Bible-believ-
ing churches in Kenya making their
own plans to send missionaries to
other countries, even those where
Christians are suffering persecution
at the hands of Muslims.

Please be in prayer for the work
of the Gospel in Kenya! .

BENDILLE
OUTRERCH

It was a joy to spend time with
Independent Board missionary Judith
Collins and Mr. Peter Lkayo. Togeth-
er they operate the Rendille Outreach
ministry in the Kaisut Desert of north-
ern Kenya, to a previously unreached
tribe. The Baalah Primary School has
provided a Christian education to
hundreds over the past few decades.
Also, the Baalah Bible Presbyterian
Church was estabished for those who
have come to know the Lord through
this ministry.
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My wife, Sheila, and I traveled
there in 2009. It is quite rewarding to
see those who were in the school then
now going on to Bible college, univer-
sity and so forth! As technology has
become more available there, some
even communicate with us via Whats-
App and Facebook Messenger. .
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